
OHOF Oklahoma Leaders Tour (Native 

Americans)  

SUBJECT OBJECTIVES GRADE 

Social Studies HLCS 4.10, 4.11 3 

OVERVIEW 

The Oklahoma Hall of Fame Leaders tour focuses on groups of Oklahomans that have had a significant 
impact on Oklahoma. The groups we focus on are Native Americans, Women, and African Americans. These 
lessons help students develop an understanding and appreciation of the historic and contemporary racial, 
ethnic, and cultural groups of Oklahoma (OAS HLCS 4.11). Many of the individuals mentioned in this lesson 
will be emphasized on your tour. Use these companion lessons as a guide to customize this experience for 

YOUR classroom. You are the expert. Each lesson is accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation that has 

pictures and links to videos and resources that you may want to use. There are recommended readings 
included in the lesson that should be in your school library as the Oklahoma Hall of Fame has gifted all 
Oklahoma schools these books.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARACTERISTICS 

 

Intro: 

 Ask your students to create 
a list of leaders by using the 
discussion prompt and 

brainstorming together. 
Encourage students to come 

up with leaders from a wide 
range of fields including 
famous people and 

hometown heroes.  

Discussion Prompt- 

Say: Think about leaders. Let’s 
make a list of leaders here on the 

board. Think about people you 
know from school, home, and 

after-school activities. Think about 
people you’ve seen on TV or 
heard of from others. 

Record this list on the board to 
refer to later. You will use the 
“Leader List” in future lessons. 

Slide 2: 

 Once you have created your 
list of leaders on the board, 

ask the questions on Slide 2. 
Compile the list of leadership 
characteristics on the same 

piece of chart paper or on 
the board beside your list.  

“Based on what we’ve learned 
about the leaders on our list, what 

are some traits that leaders 
possess?” 
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Slide 3: 

 This slide shows the 5 

characteristics that are 

emphasized on your tour. If 

these were not listed by your 

students, take a moment to 

discuss each one and what it 

means. 

 After your discussion of the 
characteristics SAY: 

“In the next slides, you will meet 

individuals on our tour that show 
one or more of these traits. See if 

you can figure out which trait(s) 
each person has.” 

NATIVE 
AMERICANS 

  

Slides 4-5: 

 Show slide 4-5. At slide 5 
stop and ask a few 
questions. You may wish to 

make a KWL chart to keep 
for the duration of the unit. 

 KWL Chart is three columns 
for your students to 
respond: “What I Know, 

What I Wonder, What I 
Learned” 

 Ask the suggested questions 

1. What do you know about 
Native Americans? 

2. Do you know the names of 
any of the people shown in 
these pictures? (More 

information about these 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame 

Members may be found at 
the links below) 

INFORMATION  
TE ATA 

Slide 6: 

Our first highlighted Native 
American is Te Ata. She is a 

member of the OHOF and has a 
beautiful story of helping the world 

see and hear the culture of Native 
American tribes from around the 
country.  

 

READ: Te Ata Oklahoma’s 
Cultural Treasure by Pati Hailey 

aloud to the students. As you 
read, discuss the different 
situations she found herself in 

and compare/contrast her life to 
the lives of children today. This 

book may be found in your 
library.  

After reading: 

1. Who can tell me what 

leadership characteristics Te 
Ata displayed? 
(Perseverance, 

Individualism) 

INFORMATION 
JIM THORPE 

Slide 7: Ask the suggested 
questions. Jim Thorpe was an 

athlete who won gold medals in 
track and field in the Olympics, 
was one of the best professional 

baseball players of his time, and 

1. How many of you play a 
sport? 

2. Do you play more than one 
sport?  

3. Can you name a professional 
athlete that plays more than 

one sport professionally?  
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played professional football for 

many years.  

 After asking the suggested 
questions, play one or both 

videos linked on the slide. It 
is recommended that you 
view the video before 

showing it in class. 

 

After watching: 

1. What leadership 

characteristics did Jim 
Thorpe show?  

INFORMATION
STANDING 

BEAR 

Slide 8: 

 This slide has an optional 

video link featuring a PBS 
documentary on the Trail of 
Tears. It can be used to 

provide background before 
meeting our next person of 

importance, Standing Bear. 

 

READ: The Trial of Standing 
Bear by Frank Keating 

This short story may be found in 
your library and is a great story 
of triumph for Native Americans 

after so many challenges.  

After reading and discussing the 
story, ask: 

1. What leadership traits did 

Chief Standing Bear portray? 

SUMMARY Slide 9:  

 This slide lists two questions 
for discussion or to be used 
as a short answer writing 

assignment to align with 
OAS PALS 2.A 

Optional- write a paragraph 
describing a time when you or 
someone you know “stood up” 

for what was right even when 
others were against you. Be sure 

to write in complete sentences 
and use descriptive words. 

NOTES 

Access the links below to learn more about some of the Native Americans featured within your 

Oklahoma Leaders Tour at the Oklahoma Hall of Fame and Gaylord-Pickens Museum. 

Willard Stone - https://reveel.it/s/j9U6km 

Lushanya Vinay - https://reveel.it/s/j9U6km 

Mike Larsen - https://reveel.it/s/8AV8k0 

Governor Bill Anoatubby - https://reveel.it/s/8yL2iP 

Sequoyah - https://reveel.it/s/CSaWQI 

“Te Ata” Fisher - https://reveel.it/s/T2VcuN 
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